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ALICE H. AMSDEN is Barton L. Weller Professor of Economic Development at the Massachusetis
Institute of Technology. In 2009 she was appointed by the Secretary-General of the U.N., Ban Ki-

Moon, to a three-year seat on the U.N. Committee on Development Policy. She was chosen in 2002
as one of the Top 50 Visionaries by Scienfific American Magazine for her book, The Rise of the Rest:
Challenges to the West from Late-Industrializing Economies (Oxford University Press, 2001). Joseph
Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate in Economics, commented: “This i5 a masterful book that challenges the
dominant paradigm of late industrialization.” Her newest book, transiated in Korean and Japanese, is
Escape from Empire: The Developing World's Journey Through Heaven and Hell, MIT Press, 2007,
for which she was interviewed on Public Radio Intemational.

Amsden has been a consultant on industrial development for the UN, World Bank, OECD and numer-
ous governments. She previously taught at Harvard Business School and the Graduate Faculty of
the New School for Social Research. She has confributed pieces to The New York Times, The
Mation, World Policy Journal, Technology Review, Milken Institute Review, Mother Jones, and other

popular newspapers and magazines.

Amsden was bom in New York City. She received her bachelor's degree from Comell and her
master's and PhD degrees from the London School of Economics. She is curmrently working on a book
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